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in  high  gear,  prospects  would  indeed  "be  "bright.  With  re¬ 
spect  to  the  latter  factor,  the  resources  of  McGraw-Hill 
are  "being  mobilized  for  an  Octo'ber  onslaught  aimed  at  re- 
"building  the  confidence  in  "business  capital  spending.  In 
October  all  29  of  the  McGraw-Hill  business  magazines, 
covering  over  1,000,000  industrial  readers,  will  concen¬ 
trate  on  the  theme  "PLAN  *59;  Modernize  Now  for  Growth 
and  Profits."  Electrical  West’s  October  issue,  built 
around  this  theme,  will  be  chockfull  of  ideas  on  elec¬ 
tric  power  applications  for  industrial  customers,  enqpha- 
sizing  the  profit-building  potentials  of  electrical 
modernization. 


Local  710  of  the  Operating  Engineers  Union,  pulling  a  surprise 
strike  at  PP&L’s  Swift  Dam  project,  set  off  a  work  stop¬ 
page  July  9  that  has  spread  to  the  North  Fork-Faraday 
project  of  PGE,  the  Brownlee  and  Oxbow  Dams  of  Idaho  Power 
and  several  other  major  building  and  highway  construction 
projects.  The  union  wants  hiring  hall  practices  that 
Associated  General  Contractors  are  resisting.  AGC  closed 
down  the  work,  idling  18-22,000  workers  in  the  area. 


)8eph  Singleton,  vice-president.  Industries  group,  Allis- 
Chalmers,  succeeds  the  late  W.  V.  O’Brien  as  yPMA  president. 


The  midsummer  business 'news  is  more  cheerful.  Industrial 
production,  after  eight  consecutive  months  of  decline  on 
the  Federal  Reserve  Board’s  index,  turned  around  in  May 
and  moved  up  one  point  and  probably  will  move  another 
point  higher  in  June.  Unemployment  dropped  to  less  than 
5,000,000  during  May,  and  it  does  not  appear  likely  that 
the  June  unemployment  figure  will  hit  the  6,000,000  mark 
(as  a  result  of  spring  graduates  and  vacationing  stu¬ 
dents  coming  into  the  Job  market)  as  was  widely  expected 
only  a  month  or  two  ago.  Personal  income  increased  for 
the  third  straight  month  and  private  housing' star^ 
climbed  over  the  1,000,000  mark  for  the  first  time  since 
January.  Contracts  for  heavy  engineering  construction 
topped  previous  historical  highs  with  the  total  dollar 
volume  in  1958  to  date  about  2%  ahead  of  last  year’s 
comparable  figure. 

If  some  way  could  be  found  to  whet  consumer  appetite 
for  automobiles  and  to  get  business  capital  spending  back 


For 


Mciiicipi  cnic  n  t. 


The  Arizona  Power  Authority  has  asked  the  Federal  Power  Com¬ 
mission  for  a  license  to  build  a  low  dam  in  Bridge  Canyon 
on  the  Colorado  River.  The  move  by  APA  is  a  bid  by 
Arizona  to  protect  water  and  power  rights  on  the  Colo¬ 
rado  River  from  encroachment  by  California  governmental 
agencies,  notably  the  city  of  Los  Angeles,  which  has 
filed  application  to  explore  the  site.  (For  additional 
details  see  August  issue  of  Electrical  Nest.) 


Counteraction 


Contract  for  the^  Flaming  Gorge  Dam  and  power  plant  on  Green 
River  in  nortneastern  Utah  (temporarily  shelved  early  in 
the  recession),  has  been  awarded  to  the  Arch  Dam  Construc¬ 
tors  ,  a  joint  venture  of  Peter  Kiewit  Sons'  Co.,  Omaha; 
Morrison-Knudsen  Co.  Inc.,  Boise;  Mid  Valley  Utility  Con¬ 
structors  Inc.,  Houston;  and  Coker  Construction  Inc.  of 
Omaha.  The  $29,000,000  contract  is  to  be  completed  with¬ 
in  five  years  after  notice  to  proceed.  The  Flaming  Gorge 
Dam  will  be  a  thin-concrete  arch  structure  490  ft  high 
with  an  associated  power  plant  rated  at  108,000  kw. 


Contraot  In  Los  Angeles,  Local  18  of  the  IBEW  spearheaded  a  move  to 

Haasel  oust  Water  and  Power  Commissioner  J.  A.  Thompson  for  his 

part  in  awarding  electric  construction  contracts  to  two 
private  construction  firms.  Although  the  city  charter 
specifically  authorizes  construction  to  be  done  either  by 
the  department's  own  crews  or  private  contractors,  local 
labor  spokesmen  felt  that  the  policy  of  favoring  private 
contractors  for  construction  work,  even  though  bids  were 
lower  than  department  estimates  for  the  Job,  would  Jeop¬ 
ardize  the  Job  security  of  many  of  the  department's 
11,000  workers.  Los  Angeles  Mayor  Poulson  turned  down 
the  demand  for  the  removal  of  Commissioner  Thomnson. 


Paul  J.  Raver.  Seattle  City  Light's  superintendent,  has  been 
aonointed  chairman  of  the  Washington  State  Advisory  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Atomic  Energy.  Washington's  Governor  Rosellini, 
acting  under  a  legislative  authority,  also  appointed  Gor¬ 
don  Cochrane  of  Richland  to  be  the  state  coordinator  for 
atomic  development  activities.  Cochrane  formerly  was  a 
member  of  the  technical  staff  of  ABC's  Hanford  Works. 


Names  In 
the  News 


Names  made  news  in  the  West  last  month.  W.  Kenneth  Davis. 
former  reactor  development  director  of  the  Atomic  Bner^ 
Commission,  has  resigned  to  become  a  vice-president  of 
Bechtel  Corp.  in  San  Francisco.  .  .  James  H.  Drake,  who 
chairmanned  PCEA's  Engineering  &  Operating  Section  last 
year,  has  been  appointed  superintendent  of  system  opera¬ 
tion  for  Southern  California  Edison.  .  .  John  A.  McCone. 
Los  Angeles  businessman,  was  nominated  to  succeed  Lewis 
Strauss  on  the  Atomic  Energy  Commission,  .  .  Carl  Selby 
has  been  appointed  Western  District  manager  for  Southern 
States  Equipment  Corp. ,  succeeding  H.  S.  "Bert"  Anderson 
who  is  returning  to  Hampton,  Ga. ,  headquarters  as  assis- 
tant  sales  manager.  Both  Selby  and  Anderson  have  made 
their  West  Coast  base  in  Portland,  Ore.  .  .  Elmer  F. 
Johnson  becomes  vice-president,  operations,  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Nevada  Power  Co. ,  succeeding  Dj_  D^  Smalley,  who  Is 
retiring  after  a  long  and  distinguished  career  with 
PG  and  1  and  SNP, 


A  high  water  level  in  Hoover  Dam's  Lake  Mead  has  allowed  the 
Bureau  of  Reclamation  to  schedule  100%  of  firm  energy  for 
power  allottees  for  the  contract  year  which  began  June  1. 
Firm  power  output  scheduled  for  the  next  year  is  4,146,- 
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040,000  kwh,  a  happy  situation  after  four  consecutive 
years  of  subnormal  precipitation,  that  resulted  in  power 
rationing  to  allottees. 


Montana  Power  Co. -was  awarded a  12%  increase  in  electric 
rates  by  Montana *s  PSC.  The  higher  rates,  effective  July 
10,  are  the  first  general  electric  rate  increases  the 


company  has  received  since  it  started  operations  in  1912 


and  will  result  in  an  increase  of  estimated  net  revenue 
of  ^1,466,000  annually.  The  company  had  asked  for  a  19% 
increase  in  residential  rates  which  was  changed  by  the 
commission  to  a  12%  across-the-board  increase  for  resi¬ 
dential,  commercial,  street  lighting  and  housing  author¬ 
ity  rates.  Despite  that,  the  commission  pointed  out  that 
the  new  residential  rates  are  actually  lower  than  those 
charged  in  1941. 


*  *  *  • 


Excavation  is  under  way  for  B,  C.  Electric’s  ^100, 000,000 
Burrard  thermal  electric  generating  station,  to  be  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  north  shore  of  Burrard  Inlet,  10  miles  east 
of  Vancouver,  When  excavation  is  completed  at  the  end  of 
1958,  nearly  three-quarters  of  a  million  yards  of  rock 
will  have  been  moved. 


Seattle  City  Light  and  Kittitas  County  PUD  have  relinquished 
their  share  of  the  power  from  the  proposed  Wanapum  Dam. 
City  Light  indicated  that  the  timing  on  Wanapum  power 
would  conflict  with  the  availability  of  power  from  its 
Boundary  project  on  the  Pend  Oreille  River.  The  Kittitas 
POD  decided  against  participation  on  the  basis  of  its 
proposed  steam  generating  plant.  The  remaining  10  spon¬ 
sors  agreed  to  share  the  extra  kilowatts  that  became 
available. 


Public  Service  Co.  of  New  Mexico  is  beginning  delivery  of 
power  to  two  uranium  producers  over  a  70-mile^ll5-kv  line 
owned  by  the  producers.  The  uranium  producers  decided  to 
build  their  own  line  after  declining  an  offer  by  the 
Plains  Electric  Generation  and  Transmission  Cooperative, 
which  serves  in  that  area. 


A  f 22, 800, 000  contract  has  been  authorized  for  award  for 
construction  of  the  Navajo  Dam  on  the  San  Juan  River,  by 
the  Bureau  of  Reclamation.  The  Navajo  Daun  will  be  the 
third  largest  dam  of  the  Colorado  River  Storaige  Project. 
The  contract  award  goes  to  the  low  bidder,  a  joint  ven¬ 
ture  of  M-K,  Henry  J.  Kaiser  and  P  &  S  Contracting  Co. 
Headquarters  for  the  venture  will  be  Los  Angeles. 


The  Los  Angeles  Board  of  Water  and  Power  Commissioners 
recently  awarded  contracts  totaling  $410,000  for  the 
construction  of  138-kv  underground  lines  to  connect  the 
city’s  power  network  with  the  Scattergood  steam  plant. 
E.  A.  Irish  and  Alex  Robertson  Co.  were  the  successful 
bidders.  The  Water  and  Power  Commissioners,  in  taking 
this  action,  rejected  the  estimate  submitted  by  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Water  and  Power  construction  forces,  which 
was  $9,000  higher  than  the  contract  bids. 


Two  decline 
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SlfUD  moves  on 


the  American 


Raise  Code 
Standard 


A  two~yesr  ortlon  to  purchase  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway 
Co.’s  coal  mines  in  the  Roslyn-Cle  Elum  area  was  approved 
June  24  by  the  Kittitas  County  PUD.  Coal  from  the  mines 
would  be  used  as  fuel  for  a  250,00t5-kw  steam  plant  the 
PUP  proposes  to  build.  If  the  option  is  exercised,  the 
PUP  will  pay  ^975, 000  for  machinery  and  equipment  at  the 
mines,  plus  a  royalty  of  18  cents  for  each  ton  of  coal 
it  mines. 


Pasadena  Light  &  Water  Pepartment  is  checking  its  expansion 
plans  because  of  a  drop  in  anticipated  load  growth.  Load 
growth  for  the  year  has  slowed  to  a  rate  of  6%  rather 
than  the  expected  8%. 


Sacramento  UUP,  moving  rapidly  on  its  development  of  the 
Upper  American  River,  has  invited  bids  on  the  Ice  House 
Pam,  dikes  and  pertinent  works.  Completion  of  this  work 
is  expected  by  the  end  of  1959.  In  addition,  the  SMUP 
district  awarded  a  f 2, 400, 000  contract  to  General  Elec¬ 
tric  Co.  providing  for  two  68,000-kva  vertical  shaft 
waterwheel  generators  for  the  Jaybird  power  house. 


*  *  *  * 


No  upsets  have  been  reported  as  a  result  of  the  elections  in 


International  Brotherhood  of  Electrical  Workers  locals  in 
the  West.  Generally  incumbents  were  returned  to  office. 

A  few  members  of  executive  boards  exchanged  places.  But 
business  managers,  the  important  job,  remained  the  same. 
Only  contest  in  the  Bay  area  was  in  Oakland  but  S.  J. 


Rockwell,  business  manager  of  Local  595,  won  again  with  a 
4  to  1  majority. 


Montana  Chapter,  NECA,  lost  no  time  in  starting  preparations 
for  next  year’s  tri-district  conference  of  Pistricts  6,  6 
and  9  to  be  held  at  Glacier  National  Park  June  22-24. 

959.  A.  L.  Rowe,  Great  ^alls,  chapter  governor,  was 
named  general  convention  chairman  and  Earl  Coyne,  chapter 
manager,  convention  secretary,  by  the  chapter  at  its  June 
28,  1958  meeting,  Galen  Naylor,  Billings,  presided  at 
the  meeting  in  Butte. 


Graybar  is  building  a  new  branch  in  San  Jose  to  be  opened  in 
late  August.  Claude  Perlewitz,  son  of  a  retired  Graybar 
executive,  will  be  the  local  manager. 


Rather  than  strive  to  keep  its  recommended  uniform  electri¬ 
cal  code  to  the  National  Electrical  Code  and  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  Electrical  Safety  Orders,  Pacific  Coast  Electrical 
Assn,  has  delegated  Graham  Holabird  to  work  with  industry 
groups  toward  a  uniform  code  with  higher  standards  of 
adequacy.  It  has  already  taken  the  stand  for  a  minimum 
100-amp  service  but  greater  strides  are  contemplated. 


Vacations  among  electricians  working  under  agreements  that 
provide  them  as  a  fringe  benefit  have  taken  up  what  slack 
there  was  in  employment  earlier  in  the  year.  Very  few 
men  on  the  bench  now  and  no  good  ones,  contractors  com¬ 
plain.  Most  apprentices  are  in  greater  demand  than  the 
old  electricians;  they  often  know  more  and  work  better. 
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R_eal  all-out  Industry  cooperation  will  •prevail  at  the  San 
Mateo  annual  county  fair  when  the  Joint  Conference  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Electrical  Industry  Rund  of  San  Mateo 
County  (IBEW  and  HECA)  and  PG  and  E  .loin  together  to  put 
on  a  Live  Better. . .Electrically  fair  exhibit,  tedcing 
300,000  sq  ft  of  space.  A  living  room,  family  room  and 
kitchen  display  area  and  an  outdoor  garden  and  reflecting 
pool  will  show  residential  wiring  and  lighting.  The  com¬ 
mercial  area  will  show  the  store  lighting  clinic  and 
Housepower  exhibits  of  PG  and  E.  The  latter  will  furnish 
home  economists  to  conduct  demonstrations. 


The  next  Rational  Electrical  Code  will  move  upward  in  its 
requirements  for  greater  adequacy,  according  to  prelimi¬ 
nary  reports  from  the  meeting  of  the  correlating  com¬ 
mittee  in  Chicago  in  May.  After  more  than  a  year  of 
study  Code  Making  Panel  No.  2  has  proposed  a  minimum  of 
two  20-amp  branch  circuits  for  kitchens,  laundries,  etc. 
The  12-ft  rule  will  be  reworded  so  that  no  point  along 
the  floor  line  will  be  more  than  six  ft  from  an  outlet. 
Demand  factors  for  air  conditioning  compressors,  space 
heating  and  the  first  10  kw  of  all  other  load  will  be 
100%  with  the  remainder  of  all  other  loads  40%.  This  is 
an  alternate  method  applicable  where  100  amp  or  larger 
services  are  provided.  Built-in  ovens  and  counter-ton 
cooking  units  will  bo  considered  as  individual  appli- 
ances.  More  outlets  will  be  required  to  be  of  the 
grounding  or  3-prong  type.  Commercial  feeder  calcula¬ 
tions  will  be  raised  from  3  wabti~piF~iq~TF~^n^tFX~7^ 
demand  factor  to  5  watts  per  sq  ft  regardless  of  building 
size. 


Perimeter  wiring  systems,  around  the  house  rather  than  the 
conventional  radial  system,  seem  to  be  gaining  favor. 
Three-wire  circuits  of  No.  12  are  run  from  the  main  panel 
in  each  direction  around  the  outside  or  perimeter  of  the 
house  and  to  the  kitchen  area.  Advantages  are  that  if 
one  circuit  breaker  opens  only  one-half  of  the  circuit  is 
dead  and  the  room  is  not  in  darkness.  Much  greater  ca¬ 
pacity  is  available  at  each  outlet  and  240-v  is  likewise 
available  from  the  same  outlet  box  wherever  needed.  This 
is  particularly  valuable  to  servo  air  conditioning  units. 


With  Alaska  taken  care  of  NECA  and  the  other  associations 
and  mechanical  contractors  had  the  •promise  of  senate 
leaders  that  H.R.  7168,  the  Federal  Con¥truction  Con¬ 
tract  ^ocedures  Act,  would  get  floor  attention.  After 
coming  within  a  hair  of  passing  last  year,  the  revised 
bill  is  said  to  bo. favored  even  by  general  contractors. 


Theme  of  the  NECA  annual  convention  the  week  of  Nov.  16  at 
Dallas,  Texas,  will  be  [’Electrical  Contracting  is  Our 
Business.”  Emphasis  will  be  on  making  the  NECA  contrac- 
tor  a  better  salesman  of  his  service  so  that  the  customer 
will  demand  him. 


Bid  depositories  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  area  may  he  opor- 
ated  separately  rather  than  as  a  single  unit  with  an  East 
Bay  branch.  There  would  then  be  a  new  depository  on  the 
east  side  of  the  bay  to  include  Alameda  and  Contra  Costa 
counties  and  possibly  even  Napa  and  Solano  counties.  In¬ 
volved  are  some  legal  and  economic  factors  but  both  sides 
of  the  bay  seem  to  be  working  these  out  harmoniously. 


More  adequacy 
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A  serious  Fourth  of  July  week-end  traffic  casualty  for 
Sacramento  Valley  contractors  was  the  death  of  William 
Welsh,  Sacramento  Valley  Chapter  manager  of  NECA.  His 
car  went  off  the  road  on  Highway  50  near  Placerville. 
One  of. the  steadiest  influences  in  NEGA  councils  and 
quiet,  efficient  chapter  management,  hie  lose  will  ba 
felt  not  only  locally  but  in  District  9. 


L.  John  Christensen.  Salt  Lake  City’s  first  electrical  in¬ 
spector  and  venerated  leader  in  the  electrical  industry 
^in  Utah,  died,  age  73,  June  17.  He  was  inspector  from 
1912  to  1920.  Later  organized  the  electrical  department 
at  West  High  School  and  was  head  of  the  department  until 
1949  on  retirement.  Only  a  year  ago  he  was  made  honorary 
life  member  of  the  lAEI,  of  which  he  had  twice  served  as 
chapter  president. 


Wage  scale  for  electricians  in  Los  Angeles  County  went  up  to 
$4.15  an  hour  with  a  deduction  of  4%  for  paid  vacations. 
This  was  the  result  of  negotiations  between  Los  Angeles 
Chapter,  NECA,  and  IBEW  Local  11,  and  became  effective 
July  1.  Previous  journeyman  rate  was  $3.90.  In  Orange 
County  a  4%  deduction  will  be  made  for  vacation  beginning 
Sept.  29.  Negotiations  were  still  going  on  in  Riverside 
and  San  Bernardino  counties. 


Illuminated  highway  sign  structures — ^who  should  install 
them?  What  started  out  as  simple  signs  to  guide  motor¬ 
ists  have  grown  into  tremendous  structures  supporting  a 
number  of  signs  illuminated  at  night.  Erection  of  such 
signs  started  out  as  the  work  of  electricians  but  their 
size  has  brought  in  riggers  and  steelworkers.  The  inter¬ 
national  office  of  IBEW  in  San  Francisco,  District  9, 
claims  jurisdiction  of  their  installation  by  IBEW 
workers.  Whether  these  signs  will  meet  the  fate  of 
luminous  ceilings  seems  to  be  up  to  the  contractors  in 
bidding  the  entire  job. 


«  *  «  • 


Westinghouse  introduced  its  new  line  of  portable  appliances 
on  the  West  Coast  simultaneously  with  its  Atlantic  City 
showing.  The  Immerse-A-Matic  line,  which  will  be  in 
dealer  hands  about  September,  includes  five  table  appli¬ 
ances  operated  from  a  single  detachable  control.  New 
automatic  electric  blankets  introduced  at  the  same  time 
feature  an  Imperial  series  made  of  acrilan  and  cotton, 
with  a  single  wire  system  that  eliminates  thermostats 
in  the  blanket  proper. 


Sues,  Young  &  Brown,  Zenith  distributor  in  Los  Angeles, 
expects  to  write  about  $1,500,000  worth  of  business  as 
a  result  of  its  ’’World  of  Wonders”  extravaganza  staged 
last  month  at  the  Beverly  Hilton  Hotel.  Built  around 
stereophonic  sound,  the  show  was  attended  by  more  than 
2,500  dealers. 


Opportunities  that  ’’defy  description”  were  foretold  for  the, 
radio-TV  industry  by  Robert  W.  Galvin,  Motorola  presi¬ 
dent,  who  was  in  San  Francisco  July  2  for  a  day-long 
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convention  attended  by  some  500  distributors  and  dealers 
throughout  the  West.  He  expects  TV  sales  to  total  about 
6,000,000  sets  in  1958  and  forecast  an  annual  sale  of 
8,000,000  sets  by  1963. 


*  *  *  * 


With  a  new. corporate  set-up  for  National  Electric  Products 
Corp. ,  Bennett  Associates,  formed  from  the  NEPCJ  sales 
department,  takes  over  national  distribution  for  the  com¬ 
pany.  The  new  firm  is  headed  by  R.  C.  Bennett  Jr.,  who 
resigned  as  NEPC’s  vice-president.  R.  G.  Holabird,  who 
had  been  NEPC  Western  regional  manager  in  Los  Angeles, 
stays  with  that  company  as  assistant  vice-president. 

L.  D.  Shank,  San  Prancisco,  will  be  in  charge  of  Western 
operations  for  Bennett,  which  has  warehouses  in  Seattle, 
San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles  and  Denver. 


Westinghouse  Electric  Corp,  will  build  a  product  distribu¬ 
tion  center  at  San  Lorenzo  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  area. 
Construction  will  start  in  August,  according  to  Walter  J. 
Maytham,  Pacific  Coast  vice-president,  who  said  that  the 
new  center  will  include  warehouse  and  office  space  for 
the  Lamp  Division  and  Appliance  Sales.  WESCO  will  main¬ 
tain  separate  headquarters  at  Oakland  and  San  Francisco. 


A  new  industry  moved  into  the  Northwest  last  month  with 
initial  production  by  Ramco  Mfg.  and  Engineering  Co.  in 
Portland.  The  new  company  has  purchased  a  14,b00-sq-ft 
plant  at  5413  N.E.  Columbia  Blvd. ,  and  will  manufacture 
a  complete  line  of  residential  and  commercial  heating 
equipment.  Lester  V.  and  Emil  A.  Ramberg  are  partners. 


American  Brass  Co.  opened  its  mill  at  Paramount,  Calif.,  in 
its  Los  Angeles  division,  on  July  1.  The  plant,  which 
employs  some  500,  will  m^e  30,000,000  lb  of  copper  and 
copper  alloy  products  annually,  much  of  it  for  electrical 
equipment.  Initially  output  will  go  to  West  Coast 
manufacturers  but  eventually  will  extend  to  Denver. 


*  4>  *  * 


The  AIEE  Non-Linear  Magnetic  Conference  will  be  held  Aug.  6- 
7-8  at  the  Statler  Hotel  in  Los  Angeles.  The  meeting  will 
be  joined  by  the  Instrument  Society  of  America  and  the 
Institute  of  Radio  Engineers*  professional  group  on  in¬ 
dustrial  electronics.  This  is  the  third  annual  confer¬ 
ence  of  this  type,  and  will  feature  a  rich  program  of 
technical  papers,  including  several  by  foreign  authors. 
For  the  first  time,  the  AIEE  will  award  a  scholarship  in 
the  name  of  the  author  of  the  conference’s  most  outstanding 
paper. 


DON’T  FORGET  THE  PACIFIC  GENERAL  BJEETING  OF  AIEE,  AUG.  19- 
22  IN  SACRAMENTO. 


Wholesale  management  course  for  executives  at  Ohio  State 
University  June  15-21  was  attended  by  two  Western  execu¬ 
tives.  It  was  sponsored  by  the  National  Assn,  of  Elec¬ 
trical  Distributors.  J^  Clyde  Soden.  Soden  Wholesale 
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Westerners 

Participate 


Electric  Co. ,  Riverside »  and  Raymond  L.  Spencer.  Afton- 
Lemp  Electric  Co.,  Boise,  learned  of  the  latest  develop¬ 
ments  in  distribution  techniques  and  management. 


Participating  in  the  1958  Rational  Technical  Conference  of 
Illuminating  Engineering  Society  in  Toronto  Aug.  17-21" 
will  be  five  Westerners.  The  two  Joneses.  J.  Roy  of 
Westinghouse  Electric  Corp. ,  Los  Angeles,  and  Bill  F.  of 
Smoot-Holman  Co.,  Inglewood;  James  A.  Howard  and  Philip 
F.  0*Brien  of  the  Department  ot  Engineering,  University 
of  California,  Los  Angeles;  and  J.  S.  Hamel,  consulting 
engineer,  Burbank,  will  present  papers.  .  .  Eext  year* a 
national  conference  will  be  held  at  San  Francisco,  the 
first  in  the  West  since  1949  and  20  years  since  the  orig¬ 
inal  San  Francisco  conference  in  1939. 


From  the  Desk  of 

L,  A.  Hicks,  President.  PCEA 

The  splendid  convention  which  was  held  recently  at  Coronado 
has  been  reported  in  detail,  but  I  must  take  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  say  ’’well  done”  to  my  predecessor,  George 
Hawley,  and  to  all  of  the  competent  committeemen  who 
made  it  so  successful.  They  set  a  pace  which  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  follow,  but  wo  will  do  our  best.  Realizing  that 
a  full  year  of  planning  is  necessary  for  such  a  meeting, 
we  have  already  asked  Walter  J.  Maytham  to  serve  as  gen¬ 
eral  cl^irman  for  the  1959  Convention,  and  C.  W.  ’’Brodio” 
Leihy  to  repeat  his  achievement  as  program  chairman. 

The  sections  are  busy  organizing  for  the  new  PCEA  year  under 
the  following  leadership: 

Administrative  Services  Section:  chairman,  E.  B. 
Kruger.  Southern  California  Edison  Co.;  vice-chairman, 

R.  W.  White,  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Co. 

Business  Development  Section;  chairman,  G.  F.  Black, 
Rome  Cable  Corp. ;  vice-chairman,  W.  F.  Lambirth,  Cali¬ 
fornia  Electric  Power  Co. 

Engineering  and  Operating  Section;  chairman,  R.  L. 
Brinton,  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Co.;  vice-chairman, 

G.  R.  Best,  General  Electric  Co. 

The  guidance  committee  members  for  these  three  sections  are 
now  being  selected,  and  the  following  conference  schedule 
has  been  established: 

Administrative  Services  Section;  Fall  Conference, 

Nov.  19-20,  1958,  Hotel  Claremont,  Berkeley;  Spring  Con¬ 
ference,  April  8-9,  1959,  Hotel  Lafayette,  Long  Beach. 

Business  Development  Section:  Feb.  12-13,  1959,  Hotel 
Sheraton-Palace,  San  Francisco. 

Engineering  and  Operating  Section;  March  30-31,  1959, 
Hotel  Lafayette,  Long  Beach. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  welcome  as  new  members  of  PCEA:  Artwel 
Electric  Inc.  (J.  Arthur  Wells),  San  Francisco;  Atomics 
International,  Division  of  North  American  Aviation  (Ed¬ 
ward  G.  Lowell),  Canoga  Park;  and  Porcelain  Products, 

Inc.  (Harold  L.  Elliott),  Parkersburg,  W.  Va. 

To  all  of  you  I  send  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  confidence 
and  for  the  distinct  honor  you  have  bestowed  upon  me  in 
electing  me  president  of  PCEA  for  the  year  ahead.  It  is 
a  challenge,  and  I  assure  you  that  I  face  it  with  an 
earnest  intent  to  do  everything  I  can  to  make  this  a 
productive  year  for  the  association  and  for  our  industry. 
To  achieve  this  objective  I  shall  need  your  help,  and  I 
hope  you  will  be  as  generous  with  it  as  you  have  in 
the  past. 


•  Industry  News  Letter 


Electrical  West— Vol.  121,  No.  lA 


